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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1-9 are pending. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments have been considered, but are moot in view of new 
rejections presented below. Applicant's arguments are directed at amended claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification siiali conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 

indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 

applicant regards as the invention. 

1 . Claim 1 as amended recites "means for selecting an entitlement management 
message intended for a given detachable security element". It is unclear what 
makes a detachable security element a "given" detachable security element. The 
examiner assumes any detachable security element is a given detachable 
security element since any detachable security element can be given. Given 
security element is also recited in the last limitation of claim 1. 

2. Claim 1 as amended recites "means for storing said entitlement management 
message when said given security element is not inserted in the decoder and 
transmitting said stored entitlement management message to said given security 
element upon insertion of said given security element in said decoder". It is 
unclear if the storing and transmitting are performed by the same object means 
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or by separate object means. As currently recited, the means for storing and 
means for transmitting can be interpreted as being performed by one object or 
separate objects. The examiner will consider both interpretations to the limitation 
in applying art rejection. 
3. Any claims not specifically addressed are rejected by virtue of dependency. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented anc 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Muratani et al (US 6,061,451) in view of Sakamoto et al (US 6,373,904). 

Claim 1: 

Muratani discloses: 

1 . At least one device intended to read and/or to write data from/to a detachable 
security element supplied by a service provider (Fig 6, item 111). 

2. Filters intended to select at least one message for managing entitlements which 
a user posses with regard to a service supplied by said provider from among a 
data stream received (Fig 6. item 113; col 2, lines 4-12; and col 9, lines 16-22). 

3. Means for selecting an entitlement management message intended for a given 
detachable security element (Fig 6, items 1 13 and 115). 
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Muratani does not explicitly disclose means for storing said entitlement 
management message when said given security element is not inserted in the decoder 
and transmitting said stored entitlement management message to said given security 
element upon insertion of said given security element in said decoder. However, the 
limitation is implicitly disclosed by Sakamoto (col 7. line 64-col 8, line 3). 

At the time applicant's invention was made, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify Muratani's invention according to the limitations recited 
in claim 1 in light of Sakamoto's teachings. One of ordinary skill would have been 
motivated to do so because Sakamoto discloses his teachings would allow permit the 
watching and listening operations to rapidly start when changing over from a digital 
receiving system's standby mode (col 2, lines 60-67), i.e. when the decoder is off. 
Claim 5: 

Muratani further implicitly discloses the detachable security element is a smart 
card (col 9, lines 50-56). 



Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Muratani 
et al (US 6,061,451) in view of Sakamoto et al (US 6,373,904) and further in view of 
Chaney (US 6,035,037). 
Claim 6: 
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Muratani does not explicitly disclose the identification parameter contained in the 
security element is the address of the smart card. However, Chaney discloses the 
limitation (col 10, lines 51-59). 

At the time applicant's invention was made, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to further modify Muratani's invention according to the limitations 
recited in claim 6. One of ordinary skill would have been motivated to do so because 
Chaney discloses that by including address information in EMM, a service provider can 
direct EMM to a particular card (col 10, lines 51-59). This would make a cable 
broadcast system more secure against piracy. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 2-4 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) under 35 
U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Claims 2-4 contain allowable subject matter as indicated in the prior office action 
and an updated search confirms the subject matter is still allowable. 

Claims 7-9 are allowed. Claims 7-9 were indicated in the prior office action as 
containing allowable subject matter and an updated search confirms the subject matter 
is still allowable. 

Conclusion 
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Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ponnoreay Rich whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7962. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00am-4:30pm Mon-Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kim Vu can be reached on 571-272-3859. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding tlie status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Ponnoreay Pich 
Examiner 
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